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READING:  
 
Steven Spielberg, the famous film director, has made a significant 
contribution to the world of modern entertainment. From Jaws to War Horse, 

Spielberg has always delighted his audiences. 
 
Spielberg was born in Ohio, USA, in 1946. When he was growing up, he 
spent a lot of time going to the cinema. The first film he ever saw was Cecil 
B. DeMille’s The Greatest Show on Earth (1952). It had a great effect on his 
life and he fell in love with the magic of film-making. 
 
As a child, Spielberg began using his father’s home film camera to make 
adventure films. While he was selling tickets to his friends to watch his films 
at his house, his sister Annie was selling popcorn! At age 13, he took part in 
a film competition with his 40-minute film, Escape to Nowhere, and won an 
award. Three years later, he wrote and directed a science fiction film called 
Firelight. This film made a profit of $1 at the local cinema. 
 
Spielberg didn’t study film-making at university, but that didn’t stop him 
from making films. When he was 17, he often worked, unpaid, at Universal 
Studios in California. In 1968, he made the short film Amblin. It was very 
successful and Spielberg won several awards. He also got a seven-year 
contract with Universal Studios, and his dream of being a professional film-
maker came true. 
 
In 1974, Spielberg made his first full-length film, Sugarland Express, and 
won an award at the Cannes Film Festival. A year later, he directed the action 
thriller Jaws. It was a huge success and won three Oscars at the 1976 
Academy Awards. Since then, Spielberg has produced many other action, 
historical, science fiction and war films. He continues to be one of the most 
creative e film-makers in the world. 
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1. - Answer the questions. Write a complete sentence using your own words. 
 (3 points) 
 
1.1. As a young boy, which film had a big influence on Spielberg? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
1.2. When did he make his first science fiction? 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
1.3. Why is Steven Spielberg so famous? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
2. - Are these statements TRUE or FALSE? Circle the correct answer. (2 points) 
 
2.1. - Spielberg made the film Jaws after he made War Horse.                TRUE / FALSE 
 
2.2. - Spielberg’s friends paid money to watch his homemade films.      TRUE / FALSE 
 
2.3. - The film Firelight made a lot of money.                                          TRUE / FALSE 
 
2.4. - Spielberg learned how to make films at university           TRUE /FALSE 
 

 
2. - Find words or expressions in the text that mean the same (2 points) 

 
3.1. - Important:                     …………………… 
 
3.2. - Participated:         …………………… 
  
3.3. – Earned                     …………………… 
 
3.4. – Big                     …………………… 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 página  4  orria 

 

 

 

 

4, - WRITING (3 points) 
Imagine you are at a festival or a competition. Write a short composition about it. 
In your text, make sure that you include: 

 A title 

 Where and when it took place, who took part 

 What happened and how the people felt 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
                              

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


